RESOLUTION TO PRESERVE THE DESEGRATION CONSENT DECREE 

FOR CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS.4

(Action: Approved by 8-0 vote in Diversity Committee to forward to 23 October 2008 LSC meeting for adoption, October 22, 2008)

Whereas, Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary has a Montessori magnet program that began in 2005 in which 74% of its current students are enrolled; and

Whereas, Chicago Public Schools' (CPS) magnet programs were created to, among other objectives, enhance racial diversity and to redress racial segregation; and

Whereas, Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary benefits socially and academically from a racially, economically, and culturally diverse student population; and 

Whereas, the Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary Local School Council (LSC) sees the preservation of the school's racial, economic, and cultural diversity as fundamental to a well-rounded, academically-excellent educational experience; and

Whereas, the magnet program of Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary is currently out of compliance with the 2006 Second Amended Consent Decree's racial goals as of the 2008-09 school year, as 55% of the magnet students enrolled are racial minorities, whereby the decree provides for a 65-85% student of color population;

Whereas, the CPS general magnet school lottery is not helping Drummond’s magnet school program regain compliance with the Consent Decree’s racial goals when either a combination of the proximity or sibling lottery, transfers, or attrition, result in the enrollment of too many non-minority students.;

Whereas Drummond's Montessori Magnet Elementary program risks losing substantially more of its students of color if the Consent Decree is ended; and 

Whereas, Drummond's significant English Language Learning student population risks losing key services and programs if the Consent Decree is ended;

Whereas, CPS has deviated from the standard magnet admissions policy for two magnet schools, Wildwood and Oscar Mayer Montessori Magnet, located in neighborhoods (Wildwood and Lincoln Park) that are over 80% white, foregoing the balance of proximity, sibling, and general lotteries with racial balancing in favor of a policy that would preference and admit all who live within the existing attendance area where few families of color reside;

Whereas, for the aforementioned reasons, the Drummond LSC has reason to believe that the Chicago Public School system may not be a “unitary system,” and that Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary will be gravely impacted if the Desegregation Consent Decree is dissolved;  

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary School Local School Council (LSC) strongly urges Hon. Judge Charles P. Kocoras to preserve the desegregation Consent Decree in Chicago Public Schools.

Be it Further Resolved, that the Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary School LSC send a copy of this resolution to the following persons/offices within 2 weeks of the date of its passage, but to arrive no later than Dec. 1, 2008 and with verifiable receipt of delivery and in accordance with the submission requirements set forth by Judge Kocoras pursuant to his 2 September 2008 order requesting all comments include name, address and phone number of submitter, that the submitter is the representative of a group (Drummond LSC), that a Drummond LSC member would like to make an oral statement objecting to dissolution of the Consent Decree at the 20 January 2009 hearing, and submitter’s signature.  (The Judge Kocoras mailing must be done by hard copy, but the other transmissions may be electronic).

Judge Charles P. Kocoras, c/o Clerk of the Court, U.S. Dist. Court of the Northern Dist.   

    of Illinois, Attn: United States v. Board of Education (80 C 5124), 219 S. Dearborn St.,     

    Chicago, IL 60604.

Chicago Public Schools Superintendent Arne Duncan

Chicago Board of Education President Rufus Williams

Chicago Board of Education members

Chicago Public Schools Office of Academic Enhancement

Chicago Public Schools Law Department

Chicago Magnet School LSC Chairs

Be it Finally Resolved, that the member of Drummond Montessori Magnet Elementary School LSC submitting the resolution on behalf of the group also attend the 20 January 2009 and present the resolution and objections to the dissolution of the 2006 Second Amended Consent Decree orally at the hearing at 10:30am in the U.S. District Court of the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, 219 S. Dearborn St. Said member representing the Drummond LSC will also provide a report back to the LSC about the presentation of the resolution at the next regularly scheduled LSC meeting.

