Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of May 9, 2007, Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois 60622

Library
LSC members present: Craig, Kuzniar, Labrada, Wheatley, Cantello, Hennelly, Ahern, Collins (late), Hannon, Martin Hayes, McDonald

Others present:  Ms. Bronkowski, teacher/parent, Mr. Zelinski, teacher, Mr. Neidlinger, Montessori Director, Jonathan Goldman, parent, Robert Rejman, parent, Richard Kosmacher. parent, Rick Shaunessey, parent, Ms. Tejeda, parent, Melissa Sterne, parent, Katrina Lipe, parent. Kelli Rick, parent, Ms Kerber, teacher, Ms. Zehren, teacher, John Herbst, parent.

Absent: Ms. McDonald

Meeting called to order at 5:11pm.  

1.  Motion to approve minutes from January and February meetings tabled.

2. Move to approve agenda passed unanimously.

3. Open Forum- Rick Shaunessey and other parents raise the issue of what is happening in Ms. McDonald’s classroom. It was an abrupt removal of the teacher (Ms. McDonald) that the kids in a class had an important relationship with.  Absolutely no information was given to parents about the removal beforehand or after the removal.  This is a big concern of parents with children in Ms. McDonald’s classroom. LSC members indicated that, other than knowing a personnel matter was going forward, also had no information on the removal of Ms. McDonald.

4. Creation of the Isabel Mesa Collins Award for Service to Drummond passed unanimously

5. Fundraiser of advance sales of the new Harry Potter proposed by Ms. Labrada.  Motion to approve the Harry Potter fundraiser approved.

6. After School Committee- Ms. Cantello presented the activities of the after-school committee. Our previous program was subsidized by a grant.  Next year, the program will go up for any program that instituted. 

Because our teachers are covering the program now and that is having an impact on the classroom, the Committee sought proposals from outside vendors. A new proposal submitted by JCC is very promising.

The committee is currently seeking ways to defray the increase in costs of the new program.  The committee has explored: (1)asking out vendors to provide the lowest price possible (2) providing scholarships for parents (3) providing parents with information about state subsidies of child care for middle and low income parents.

7. Fundraising Committee

Mr. Henneley made a presentation of committee discussion of school fee for supplies. It was discussed that other schools had fees but that the fees would present a hardship for some parents. This issue was tabled for the next meeting.  The committee also reported that a fundraising summit had been set for May 31, 2007 at the library.

8.  Montessori Report- 

1. New Parent meeting will be held on May 14th..
2. Monies, orders and rollover- 5320 line- $126,000- we get to spend on Montessori Classrooms.  Can rollover a little money for the fall (any funds)  

3. Garden Project update- Wicker Park Booster had a great article, interviewed the PBC- start building in fall.

Ms. Collins’ Principal Report

1.  $2090 in SGSA- can’t touch these funds.

2.  Monies are being expended in timely manner.

-parking monies are being used for field trips

3.  An engineer is needed because our engineer had left to take full time position, sub pod engineer will be used through summer while CPS finds Drummond a new principal.

8. Principal Selection Committee

· LSC to consider proposals of the LSC Principal Selection Committee

1. LSC approves the membership of the principal selection committee unanimously.

2. Schedule for selection of principal approved by LSC and posted on website (all voted for except one abstention- Collins)

(Interim principal must be appointed by CPS by July 1, 2007.) 

3. Funding for search- need donations from outside parties- School groups have offered to donate money to the cause. Concerns were expressed about the influence of outside groups on the process.  

Motion to collect money in the office, cash only, for principal selection is passed.  One abstention. Two votes against.  

Documentary- Melissa Sterne would like to make a documentary of the process of selecting principal.  Film search committee meetings, LSC meetings, Melissa would have to go through the Department of Communications and get CPS approval. LSC approveds a Motion to allow the documentary filming.  One abstention.

Initial screening- How can LSC weed out the resumes that are not close to what we need?  LSC voted for an initial screening that will use 3 items- first bullet point from notice, third bullet point from notice, professional presentation/grammar/spelling/appearance. (Ms Collins abstains.)

Motion to go into closed session is passed unanimously.

(Proceedings are confidential.)

Motion to approve the 4th year principal evaluation as the 06-07 single year evaluation is passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn – passed unanimously.  7:12pm

