Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of March 11, 2008, Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois  60622

Resource Room 007- 5:00pm
LSC members present: Craig, Labrada, Wheatley, Espada, Cantello, Zelinski, Hannan, James, Ahern, Hennelly. Martin-Hayes
Others present:  Mr. Neidlinger, Montessori Director, Vivian and Chris Barrett, parents
Meeting called to order at 5:10 pm.  

1. Agenda- PODAK item is tabled until next meeting.
2. Public Forum- no statement made.
3. Approval of LSC minutes for the 2/19/08 meeting passed unanimously.
4. Spring Picture Fundraiser- Drummond will try out a new photo vendor this Spring. Drummond usually raises $500 each year on the fundraiser. Some of the students and staff decided a new look to the school photos was in order.  The fundraiser was approved unanimously by the LSC.

5. LSC Elections

Current LSC Responsibilities-   Forum date will be left as is, April 2nd, even though more time has been granted by CPS.  Our community is already committed to that date.  Non-running LSC members (Carly Labrada, Mary Wheatley and Jonathan Zielinski) will arrange the forum.
The Principal will post all statements and distribute campaign literature.  Names for election judges have been submitted by to CPS by the school.

LSC candidate statements will be posted on the website- collected by Carly Labrada. 
5. Acting Principal’s Monthly Report (Espada)
General- 

Pasta Pallooza was a great success.  Over 250 parents, students and school staff attended.

Jump, Jiggle and Jive for Jasper was also an extremely successful event- $8,000 was collected.
A. Internal Accounts
Ms, Espada distributed a handout of the internal accounts from the budget  Te school’s Internal Accounts are funds from various school donation/fundraising/grant efforts conducted by the school or school groups.  From CPS guidance, it seems that the LSC has some responsibility to oversee internal accounts spending.  It was agreed that a list of internal accounts expenditures would be presented to the LSC during LSC meetings. Any expenditure over $1,000 must be approved by the LSC.  This activity will be under the aegis of the budget committee, who will try to meet to understand the checks written for the internal accounts.
B. The Blitz inspection was passed by Drummond with a “B” grade.  The most prevalent comment had to do with storage.  The school can not store items on top of furniture.  Storage must occur in storage cabinets or on shelves. Also, some peeling paint was found and missing tiles were noted.
C.  Illinois Textbook Fund- Drummond received a large award from this fund, $4,800 and is in the process of purchasing new textbooks.
D. NCLB Funds- Next year we will not qualify for NCLB funds because our free and reduced lunch percentage is 44%.  Instead, Drummond will be awarded $37,000 in transitional funds to help us transition out of NCLB status.
6.  Administrative Report (Neidlinger)

A. Garden Project Public Meeting will be April 3rd.  The Alderman has been working closely with the school to organize this meeting. The budget and final plan was forwarded to the school by PBCC.  The plan is not as extensive as last presented by PBCC.  Funding for the garden and amphitheatre has been excluded from the current project.  More parking is provided in back.  Some additional parking may be added to the east side of Wolcott.  All of the eco-friendly aspects have been omitted.  Some of budget has been eaten up by the PBCC design process. Mr. Neidlinger hopes that construction will start in late April.

B. ISAT- Testing went very well. The school is very grateful for the support of Mary Wheatley, who helped with the scheduling and coordination of ISAT testing. 

C. Process for E2 Teacher Appointment- To hire and Elementary 2 teacher, the school must first close out one teacher position and then reopen a Montessori position.  Mr. Neidlinger hopes to have this process completed by the end of May.  Teachers can apply for the new position at that point.
D.  Principal Certification Status Report- Mr. Neidlinger reports that his final interview is May 20th. 
7. SIPAAA-  Part II of the SIPAAA was presented to the Council and discussed by those present. Part II of the SIPAAA will be discussed further at the next SIPAAA committee meeting
B.  Public Montessorian article- This matter was tabled.
C. Budget Preparation- The Budget Committee will review the budget and prepare a presentation for the April LSC Meeting, where the Budget and SIPAAA will be presented for approval. 
8. Motion to adjourn – passed unanimously at 7:00 pm 

9. Next meeting-Tuesday, April 15, 2008.
