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Type Statement Here:  
I am pleased to enter my name again as a candidate for the Dummond Local School Council. I was appointed by the current council to take the seat of a parent who stepped down last year, but before that I was involved as member and chair of the Principal Evaluation Committee.

I have long been involved in education in Chicago, having taught at an alternative high school in the West Town/Humboldt Park area for 17 years. In that school we sought to re-enroll students that had left traditional high schools and to prepare them for careers, college or training follwing graduation.  It was a very small school with an enrollment of only 25 students when I started in 1989.  When I left enrollment had grown to more than 110 students, small still by most standards.  Not only did I teach, I also handled a variety of fiscal responsibilities, vouchering, budgeting and handling payroll (Teachers in alternative schools often wear many hats.) I learned many skills that have served me well as a member of the Drummond Local School Council.  

If elected I would like to continue working with the Budget and the Grants and Fundraising Committees.  Drummond is a school undergoing a transition that will lead, in the short term, to reduced funding resources.  The Local School Council can play a positive role in planning for that change by encouraging the efforts of the whole school community--parents, teachers, the community-at-large and the administration--to sustain funding levels that will nourish the growth of the Montessori curriculum through the middle school grades.  I hope that I can share my experience with budgets and grantwriting in meeting that challenge.

I believe the best education is one that feeds a student's intellect and curiosity so that he or she can become a self-reliant and engaged member of the local and global community.  Montessori pedagogy offers a powerful framework for achieving that goal and Drummond has a tremendous opportunity to introduce a full, pre-K through 8th Montessori model within the Chicago Public School system.  I want to be a part of reaching that goal through my participation with the Council.

Thanks.

Mike Hannan
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