Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of February 19, 2008, Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois  60622

Resource Room 007- 5:00pm
LSC members present: Craig, Labrada, Wheatley, Espada, Cantello, Zelinski, Hannan, James, Ahern, Hennelly. Martin-Hayes
Others present:  Mr. Neidlinger, Montessori Director, Jonathan Goldman, Parent, Melissa Sterne, Parent, Patricia Tejeda, Parent, Kathleen Kerber, Teacher, Lisette Martinez-McCarthy, Teacher, Linda Zehren, Teacher, Julia Korol, community member, Laura Kuzniar, parent.
Meeting called to order at 5:10 pm.  

1. Agenda- no additions.
2. Public Forum- no statement made.
3. Approval of LSC minutes for the 1/15/08 meeting passed unanimously, with changes.
Principal Report (Espada)
1. Budget 
Ms, Espada distributed a handout of the most common fund codes for the budget and explained that Drummond is spending money appropriately from the various funds on the list. The school's remaining funds are tied up in the Montessori grant account, which will not be available in 2008-09. Not included in the presentation was the school’s Internal Accounts, where funds from various school fundraising efforts are held by the school.  Ms. Espada agreed to report at next LSC meeting of the content of the Internal Accounts.  Ms. Roman, who is a staff member in the office, is the most competent to discuss the accounts with the LSC and will be asked to attend the meeting. 
2. Acting Principal Activity Report
Ms. Espada distributed a summary report outlining her other Principal activities for the month.

Administrative Report (Neidlinger)
3. Admissions
Mr. Neidlinger reported that the lottery for admission to Drummond School took place on February 15, 2008. Drummond received 965 applications for all grade levels and of those, 332 applications were for three year old spots, even though only 36 spots for 3-year-olds were available. Applications from older students will be assigned waiting list numbers. Of the 36 incoming three year olds, 16 are siblings of current students, which is the maximum allowed under the CPS magnet policy (44.4% of 36).  Drummond will hold a sibling lottery if there are more than 16 sibling applicants in the future. So that parents may be fully aware of their school options, the LSC discussed better informing our parents of the sibling policy and the possibility of a sibling lottery in the future.  Of the 16 current siblings of current students, 8 are minority, 8 are non-minority. Of the 20 newly admitted children, 15 must be minority, 5 may be non-minority (following the magnet school admissions guidelines). Since Drummond's current population is 51.65% from the proximity boundaries, there was no proximity lottery. 
Ten of 38 Chicago magnet schools surveyed by Mr. Neidlinger exercise the 5% principal discretion in admitting students to their schools. 
There is no requirement that new students have previous Montessori experience to be admitted to the Elementary 1 or Elementary 2 programs, which does make integrating older students challenging since so many of the Montessori fundamentals are taught in Early Childhood classrooms. There was discussion of including this admissions preference in a future Board report.

4.  School Incident Policy 

Mr. Neidlinger explained the school's incident policy: (1) When the harmful activity is student-to-student, it should be reported by teachers in the classroom directly to the administration for further investigation and disciplinary procedures; and (2) when the incident is between faculty and a member of the Drummond school community, the school administration, upon learning of the incident, will contact the CPS  Board, who conduct an investigation and takes any action in response to the incident. This Policy is included in the student handbook, which is provided to parents at the beginning of the school year. 
5. CampusPark/Garden Project(Neidlinger)
CDOT is still conducting traffic and parking studies but should conclude their efforts shortly. A new engineering firm has been assigned to the project. A second public meeting will be held before plans are finalized. Mr. Neidlinger hopes that construction will start in April.

The school is also starting a effort to raise funds to support the garden portion of the Campus Park.  The Center for Neighborhood Technology has donated funds for garden supplies and the Organic School Project will be assisting the school with the implementation of the school garden.  The school has applied for one grant and has plans to apply for at least three others.
6.  Principal Certification Status Report (Neidlinger)
Mr. Neidlinger has completed testing and one interview, and has one more interview to go.

7.  Friends of Drummond

FOD may hold a fundraiser in late-Spring, but will spend most of this year focusing on collaborative community-building efforts such as Pastapalloza.
8.  SIPAAA
Mr. Neidlinger outlined the initial draft of the SIPAAA, which comprised the vision statement, mission statement, four main goals, and supporting activities for the first two goals. Mrs. Kuzniar drafted a very effective SIPAAA power point presentation and has graciously agreed to allow it to be posted on the website for our families to review.
Ms. James presented the draft of the NCLB Parent Compact, which will become part of the SIPAAA. Ms Zehren and Ms. Kerber suggested that the parents be officially required to attend Montessori training.

Additions to the parent activities and compact were discussed.  Comments will be collected by NCLB and the SIPAAA committee on Part I from now until the start of Spring Break.. Part II of the SIPAAA is drafted by the faculty, who will add curricular measures which focus on academic achievement.
3. Motion to adjourn – passed unanimously at 7:00 pm 

4. Next meeting-Tuesday, March 11,  2008.
