Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of December 11, 2007, Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois  60622

Resource Room 007- 5:00pm
LSC members present: Craig, Kuzniar, Labrada, Wheatley, Espada(late), Cantello (late), Hennelly (late), Zelinski, Martin-Hayes
Absent: Hannon, Ahern

Others present:  Mr. Neidlinger, Montessori Director 
Meeting called to order at 5:09 pm.  

1. Agenda-  Motion to add to agenda the resignation of Ms. Kuzniar as parent representative to the LSC. Motion to approve agenda passed unanimously with this addition.
2. Public Forum- no comments

3. Approval of LSC minutes for October and November meeting is tabled.
New Business
4.  Fundraising:
· 8th Grade Fundraiser to sell affy tapple and popcorn on April 17th/report card pick up is approved by LSC.

· Teacher/Student Volleyball Game Fundraiser was set aside for further review.

· Ice Cream Sale Fundraiser for 8th Grade approved by LSC.

· New Year’s Dance was approved with one abstention.  Mr. Zelinski raised the dissatisfaction of the younger children in the Elementary 1 program because they are unable to attend the dance with their 3rd grade counterparts,  Ms. Wheatly proposes increasing the age boundary for school dances.
Old Business

5.   LSC Funds- The LSC proposal for $400 in operating funds has been approved. Receipts for expenditures may be submitted to the Office. 
6.  Bylaws- Motion to approve LSC bylaws passed unanimously.
7. Principal Selection follow-up.

a. Report by Mr. Neidlinger on progress in getting on the list for principal eligibility-   Mr. Neidlinger must pass one test in order to get on the Principal Eligibility List.  No problems passing the test are anticipated.
8. Acting Principal’s Monthly Report- Miriam Espada
a. LRE- Audit on January 15th. Teachers will be questioned and IEP for specific students will be examined.  Ms. Gray has been doing a fine job as special ed. Coordinator.
b. Parents complained about the religious nature of the Santa breakfast held by our food provider.  Other references to religions have also caused some folks to speak out.  LSC voted to form a committee to discuss how these issues can be handled in the future.  The Motion to approve had one abstention (Cantello) and vote against (Kuzniar.)  The Committee Members are Hennelly, Zelinski, Craig and Labrada
9.   Montessori Report- Mark Neidlinger
· Staffing Room 100- Monica Melendez, who was selected as teacher for this classroom, has 10 years of experience in a Montessori classroom. January 7th is her first day.

· Parent Survey- mostly good results
· Staff Survey- Only have raw data.  10 out of 13 would like to see more parent involvement.

· Student Survey will be done after the audit.

10. Garden Project
· Mr. Neidlinger met with the Alderman, who is concerned about the intersection at Cortland and Damen and Honore and Armitage.  In the first or second week of February, we will have the final draft of the garden project plans.  One more public meeting will be held on final plan.  Building will start in March.  Mr. Neidlinger approves of the plan currently drafted by PBCC (no Astroturf.)  

· $375,000 will cover basic plan, the additional $200,000 may help build the amphitheatre and the funds raised by the Hideout and FOD will go towards beautification.
11.  SIPAAA 
· Timeline has been released by CPS.  Teachers on the SIPPAA committee are Wheatley, Caltabiano, Zerhren, Zelinski and Gray.  A meeting of the SIPAAA committee will be held in late December.
· The SIPAAA twice annual report must be a well-publicized meeting.

· SIPAAA goal 3- Montessori practices have been instituted throughout building and the Montessori Coalition has been started.

12.  Diversity Committee- The Diversity Committee met and will work with the administration and students to incorporate diversity into school events or presentations, with perhaps organizing around family meeting nights.
13. Chicago Children’s Choir- Mr. Neidlinger originally did not include this matter for LSC approval when he expended $6,800 on the school’s behalf to start a choir at Drummond.  The LSC votes to unanimously approve the expenditure of the funds for the Chorus.
14. Fundraising/Grants Committee- This committee is working on applying for financial literacy grants, grants which will enhance the garden project and grants which will add to our operating funds.

15. Spaghetti Dinner is being planned- dates are March 7th or January 25th.  There is a planning meeting on January 6th and it will be posted to the community.  
16.  Resignation of Mrs. Kuzniar- Mrs. Kuzniar will resign from the LSC because she will soon be a CPS teacher and CPS teachers can not serve on the LSC as a parent representative.

17.  Montessori Parent Network- A small group of parents went to the Montessori public school in Rockford to see how a Montessori public school progressed twelve years after starting up.  This group hopes to build bridges with other Montessori public school parents. 
18.  Motion to adjourn – passed unanimously.  6:53pm  Next meeting-Tuesday, January 15, 2007.

