Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of April 11, 2007 Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois  60622

Library- 5:00pm
LSC members present: Craig, Kuzniar, Labrada, Wheatley, Espada, Cantello, Hennely, Ahern, Hannon, McDonald, Martin-Hayes
Others present:  Over 57 people attended the meeting. (List of the attendees was not given to the secretary at the end of the meeting.)
Meeting called to order at 5:15 pm.  
1.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES from 1/17 meeting, 2/7 meeting and 3/14 meeting

2.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Recognition of Teachers Lounge Project volunteers – 

Principal Isabel Mesa-Collins recognized the parents and students who volunteered in redecorating the Teacher’s Lounge.


B.
Student Council fundraiser proposal – Mary Wheatley- Approved unanimously.

C. PTO fundraiser – PTO 
D. Listening Session-  

The LSC set aside this regular meeting as a listening session regarding a recent proposal put forth by Chicago Public Schools and Alderman Matlak to add a 5th early childhood classroom and possibly 4th elementary 1 and elementary 2 classrooms. Move to approve agenda allowing for the listening session passed unanimously.
More than 30 people spoke at the session, including Drummond parents and teachers, Bucktown residents, and Alderman Ted Matlak. (Video record of the speakers was kept.)
During the 2 and a half hour session, speakers raised many questions, which were recorded by the LSC.
Some of the questions included:


-How did the decision to add another classroom to Drummond come about?

- Why wasn’t the Drummond staff and parents consulted in the decision to add a 5th classroom?


- Can Drummond place neighborhood children at the school within the dictates of the magnet policy?

- Is the extension our Montessori program through 8th grade a package deal with the addition of the 5th classroom or is it independent of any other agreements?


-What admission policy must Drummond abide by?

- What is Drummond’s current magnet program enrollment?
- Does Drummond’s current enrollment meet the dictates of the magnet policy?
- What is the decision-making process for considering the addition of a 5th classroom at our school?

· How can communication be improved between parent groups and between CPS and the parents at the school? 
At the end of the meeting, two school officials spoke. 

(1)  Principal Collins detailed the course of events that led up to the proposal to add a fifth Montessori classroom and explained how the school would add another Early Childhood classroom. 

(2) Montessori Director Neidlinger shared demographic statistics on the 2005-06 population of our Montessori magnet program. 

Motion to seek answers to all of the questions raised and to share them with the school community within two weeks passed unanimously.
Motion to adjourn – passed unanimously.  7:45 pm
Next meeting- Special Meeting April 23, 2007
