Drummond Local School Council

Minutes of January 17, 2007 Regular Meeting

1845 W. Cortland St.

Chicago, Illinois  60622

Library

LSC members present: Craig, Kuzniar, Labrada, Wheatley, Collins, Cantello. Martin-Hayes, Hennely, McDonald, Ahern

Absent: Salamanca  

Others present:  Abigayel Josephs, Office of  Academic Enhancement, Jack Harnedy, Office of Academic Enhancement, Ms. Rejman, teacher/parent, Ms. Kerber, teacher, Patricia Tejeda, parent, Scott Mullen, Zipcar representative, T. Rita, parent, Mr. Neidlinger, Montessori Director, Ms, Espada, Asst. Principal, Ms, Bonkowski, teacher, Ms. McCarthy, teacher, Richard Kosmacher, parent/I-GO Car representative, Jennifer Jones, parent, Angelo Artemakis, parent, Monica Lasky, parent/FOD president, T. Seyfarth, FOD/community member, (name illegible from sign in sheet), parent

1. Call to Order at 5:11pm.

2. Motion to include proposal for after school advisory group in agenda passed unanimously. Motion to approve modified agenda- passed unanimously.

3. December 13, 2007, Minutes approved by LSC.

4. Ms. Abigayel Josephs from the Office of Academic Enhancement addresses the council about Drummond participating in the grant.

5. Ms. Josephs conducted a site visit of Drummond and was very impressed with the students, teachers and administrators. Our Montessori grant is now phasing out in its 3rd year.  Jack Harnedy, retiring Director of OAE, also praised Drummond staff and students for their remarkable accomplishment. Ms. Craig thanks both visitors on behalf of the LSC.

6. There is no information on the current RFP (request for proposals) for the upcoming grant.

Reports

Principal Report  by Ms. Collins, Principal

1. Ms. Collins reports to the council that the Science Fair was a success and that Cecilia DeLeon will be representing Drummond at the city-wide competition.

Ms. Collins has forwarded to the LSC an in-depth report for December as well as the  budget lines and internal reports.  Ms. Collins also reports that the maintenance staff could use donations of paper towels, garbage bags (heavy duty) and tissues.

2. LRE- Least restrictive Environment the school will start implementing the LRE plan and spending grant monies.

3. ISAT focus- 3rd through 8th grade will start focusing on the ISAT through March of this year.  Test taking strategies will be taught- parents can access website to support their children’s efforts.  PTO newsletter will highlight this website.

Montessori Report by Mr. Neidlinger- 

1. Ms Cruz, 3-6 classroom teacher, left the school and Linda Zeheren will replace her on January 29th.  In the meantime, Ms. Reitman will substitute in Ms. Cruz’s former class.

2.  For the 100th Anniversary of Montessori, WGN Reporter Jane Boal (also a Drummond parent) will be doing a news segment at Drummond celebrating the birthday.

3.  Also, a number of Drummond teachers will be attending the AMS conference in NYC.

4.  As for the lottery, Mr. Niedlinger does not have a final number of applications to the school.  He will report back when he has the final numbers.

Garden Project Report by Mr. Neidlinger- a PBC manager will be selected by the Park District shortly, with the groundbreaking in late spring/early summer.  Filtration under the asphalt will be started first.  The City of Chicago Planning committee will collect stakeholder input.

New Business

Motion to create after-school program advisory committee by Ms. Cantello is passed unanimously.  Committee will explore how to insure the continued existence of the program for next year.

Yearbook fundraising proposal presented by Ms. Rejman selling kisses for valentine’s day unanimously approved.

Fundraiser selling Valentines messages in PTO newsletter (also presented by Ms. Rejman) is passed unanimously. All profit will go to the student council.

Community Art Show, with an opening on April 12, 2007 from 4-7pm was approved.  The art show will invite community members and students to submit art- theme is “Ideas for a better world.” (Contact: Ms. Rejman.)

The Drummond PTO is developing relationships with local restaurants to sponsor a “Drummond dines out” for the month of February.  10% of proceeds will be donated back to Drummond.  PTO fundraising has already covered the PTO’s operating expenses for the year, so profits from Drummond dines out will go directly to the school. Restaurants: XO, Maiz, Giordianos, Wishbone.  Motion to approve fundraiser was passed unanimously.

A fundraiser, Tango for Drummond, was proposed by the Friends of Drummond President Monica Lasky. Motion to approve the FOD fundraiser Tango for Drummond passed unanimously, with the following conditions (1) submissions of monthly reports to the LSC on accounting of proceeds starting in June 2007; and, (2) a deadline of November 17th to turn over to an independent accounting unit the preliminary accounting for the fundraiser.

Parking Lot Contract-  The LSC revisited the I-GO Cars and Zip Cars contract for parking at the school.  A Motion that the LSC not accept a proposal from I-GO cars or Zip Cars because of early garden project ground-breaking was approved 8-2, Hennely and Martin-Hayes voted against.

Motion to go into closed session to discuss principal evaluation and retention passed unanimously.

[Discussion of Principal Evaluation and Retention]

Motion to go back into open session passed unanimously.

Motion made to keep the original evaluation as is and to alter letter to the principal as discussed in closed session passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Kuzniar: “I move that the principal be retained.”  Motion was passed unanimously.

Motion to create a Principal Retention/Selection Committee Passed unanimously.  Members: Craig, Kuzniar, Wheatley, Cantello

Motion to adjourn at 8:12pm passed unanimously.

Next meeting is February 7, 2007.

