Minutes of Local School Council Meeting- May 9, 2006

Thomas H. Drummond Montessori Magnet School

1845 W, Cortland

Chicago, Illinois  60622

773/534-4120
Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m., May 9, 2006 in Room 103 

 
Agenda for this meeting was posted 48 hours prior to meeting on school bulletin boards and school doorway.

Members in attendance: Cantello, Kosmacher, Kuzniar, Ericksen, Rejman, Collins, McDonald, Goldman, McDonnell, Labrada

Absent:  Zakas
Also in attendance: Alice Painter, CPS Management Support Director; Alderman Ted Matlak; John Herbst, parent; Marquese Martin-Hays, parent; Sabrina Craig, parent;  John Hennelley, community member; Mark Neidlinger, Montessori Director; Monica Lasky, community member; Kathleen Kerber, teacher; Mary Wheatley, teacher; Ullysses Salamanca, parent; Angelo Artemakis, parent

Minutes taken by Mrs. Labrada
WELCOME

Laura Kuzniar introduced Alderman Ted Matlak who then proceeded to inform the assembly that CPS has allocated $500,000 towards the Drummond Green Space Project.  A project manager will be hired this summer, and construction is slated to begin in 2007.  The alderman also said that he will look for more governmental money, and look for ways to save money in order to realize the plans as designed.  The council thanks him profusely.  

Agenda 




1.  Supporting Documents

A. Staff assignments for next year

B. Letter to parents of 6th-8th graders regarding Family Life Curriculum

C. Table of Contents from Family Life Curriculum book

D. Local School Fundraising Report (Wheatley)

2.  Agenda modification-Agenda modified to add a Montessori report from Mr. Neidlinger 

3.  Approval of minutes-Minutes from 3/7/06 and 3/14/06 were approved.

1.    PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
a. Principal Collins received approval for a bathroom for room 100.  She suggested that the LSC draft a letter of thanks to Christine Rull, Director and Belqis Jacobs-EL, Property Advisor at Department of Operations.
b. LSC members received copies of the staff assignments for next year and discussed the changes.  (See supporting document A)  Important factors in creating the assignments were building capacity and effective time management.
c. The council received information about the Family Life Curriculum (see supporting documents B and C)  Parents who do nopt want their children to participate may fill out a refusal slip and return it to their child’s teacher.
No Budget or SIPAAA Report

4.   CPS LIAISON/COMMUNITY RELATIONS

a. Monica Lasky from FOD was in attendance and informed the council that it looks like the amount raised from the Cinco de Mayo event was between $20,000 and $25,000.  How much of that will go to the school and when is still not decided.  
b. CPS Management Support Director Alice Painter spoke to the council regarding CPS procedures for fundraising.  Discussion ensued, with members of the council unable to come to a clear understanding.  It was decided that the LSC Fundraising Committee would look into the issue further and report back to the council.  
5.   FUNDRAISING REPORT
a. Update on the school office supply drive was skipped due to time constraints.
b. The bookfair is ongoing and doing well.  Thanks to Jennifer James for her assistance.

c. Mrs. Wheatley prented her fundraising proposal for the sale of peace calendars, by pre-order and at the Rummage Sale.  (See supporting document D)  Proceeds would be used to support the peace curriculum.

Motion to approve the sale of peace calendars carried.
No Grant Writing Report

6.  MONTESSORI REPORT

a. ISEL testing more than once a year shows significant growth.  Will receive a report on DIBELS next month.
b. New nap room procedure-of the four T.A.s, two of them now take the non-nappers out for various activities.   
c. April 26th was the first new parent orientation.  The next one is scheduled for May 10 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and will focus on Montessori Concepts and Philosophy.  The classes are mostly being run by teachers.
No NCLB Report
7.  PTO REPORT

School Picnic will be held on June 12.  The children will go out at different times depending on age level, and the events available to them will be age-appropriate.  
Motion to table afterschool report due to time constraints carried.

No Technology Report
8.  BUDGET

a. Principal Collins is looking at available funds to cover the minuses under fund 242.  
b. Also, she requests that funds be transferred from bucket 5990 to 5420 in order to allow parents to go on NCLB-sponsored educational field trips.

Motion to transfer NCLB funds from bucket 5990 to 5420 carried.
No Technology Report

OLD BUSINESS
1.    PRINCIPAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Meeting went into closed session at 7:30 p.m. for Principal Evaluation discussion.

Meeting went to open session and adjourned at 8:34 pm.  

 The next LSC meeting is June 6, 2006 at 6 p.m.
