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Drummond PTO

Meeting Minutes Wednesday May 17, 2006


9:15 am at School in Parent’s room/Gallery Space

Meeting opened at 917am

Reviewed the following addition to agenda:

“During the course of our meeting and discussion of the PTO plans, goals, and wish list, if any individual or family feels that they would like to personally address or satisfy these needs, please speak with a PTO officer after the meeting.”

1) Kudos to:

· Monica Lasky and Jen Tengelsen and all of the members of the Friends of Drummond for organizing a great Cinco de Mayo event!!

· Also, thanks to all of the parents, teachers and administrators that supported the event.

· Special thanks to Alderman Matlak for securing the $500,000 donation for the Campus Park Project!

· To Ms. Wheatley for taking charge of the End of Year picnic plans

2) Administrator’s Reports 

a) Principal Collins: Approval to use $18,000 from cluster grant for rm 100 and rm 107 bathrooms and to tile the first floor. 

Still need to increase involvement of parents in upper grade levels. Subcommittee?

? Will check on Canopy for end of year picnic from Costco

b) Mrs. Espada

c) Mr. Neidlinger

3) Peace Calendar project / Ms. Wheatley (teacher): The peace calendar will contain 24 pieces of student art work (2 per page), created during the Peace/Earth Day assembly. 

· 12 month calendar ( August through July)

· will contain all track E school dates, PTO dates, LSC meetings, Student Council events, etc. 

· Calendars will be sold in June and August. $12 per calendar 

· Funds raised from the calendar will be used school wide to promote peace

· Volunteers needed to:

Create an order form and head collection of forms and funds

To scan and or digitally photograph the art work (high resolution desirable) as soon as possible

          Laura K will help w/order forms. Sarah L. will check on a contact to print pictures. 

4) Committee Reports:

a) Budget & Fundraising (vacant): 

· balance in acct as of 5/15/06 = $2824.54

· Motion to spend up to $500 on school supplies to be coordinated with Staples store coupons (total value $400) to satisfy the DrummondPTO.org online supply wish list. Motion approved
· Motion to spend $300 or more (amount to be determined by expenses for picnic) on end-of year picnic. Motion approved
Coordination with FOD on Cinco de Mayo.. results/report:

The following is a report  from Monica Lasky and Jen Tengelsen regarding the recent Cinco de Mayo fundraiser hosted by Friends of Drummond.  

1) FOD will make an unrestricted grant to the School of $3,500 from the proceeds of the 2005 Cooking Class fundraisers.  This money may be allocated to the Campus Park, to the Office/School Supplies drive, or to any other use that the School sees fit.  The donation will be made after we have received any necessary approvals and/or instructions from the School and/or LSC.   
2) A Projected Accounting with respect to Cinco de Mayo should be available on or before the LSC's 5/25 Special Meeting.  This will include estimated expenses, total monies collected to date, and total monies expected to be collected.  We currently are projecting net proceeds of between $20,000 and $25,000, contingent upon successful collection efforts (which are in progress, see below).   
3) Our goal is to have a Final Accounting by the first week of the new school year; we will make every effort to reach this goal.  This accounting will reflect all expenses and revenues.   
4) After the Final Accounting has been prepared, a decision will be made as to how and when proceeds from Cinco de Mayo will be made available for the Campus Park.  This decision will be made in consultation with the School and will take into account factors such as the overall budget of the Park and the availability of other funding, as well as any applicable CPS funding policies and procedures.   
Additionally, it is our intention to prepare and publicize an Annual Report each year that summarizes all FOD expenses and revenues.  Like any other non-profit organization, we will endeavor to provide information explaining the allocation of fundraising dollars as between money spent directly on Drummond vs overhead.    
We all would like to see the timeframes identified above met or, better yet, speeded up!  However, we are woefully understaffed and so much remains to be done.  To that end, here are some great volunteer opportunities for those interested in helping us to reach our goal of speedily concluding our Cinco de Mayo fundraising efforts and moving forward: 
-- Follow-up with silent auction winners for payment and delivery 
-- Collect outstanding sponsorship commitments 
-- Assist with updates to the FOD website, including posting a listing of silent auction items (and winners) and acknowledging all contributors 
-- Prepare a database of all donors (in-kind, silent auction, cash, etc.) 
-- Prepare acknowlegment letters to donors 
-- Assemble press listings/clippings from the event 
-- Photocopy and log checks received 
-- Research (web-based and/or telephone) on assorted interesting topics (these would be very discrete, one-time projects).       
** Even if you have only a few hours to spend, any amount of help would be appreciated.  No experience necessary. **       

We also would love the semi-regular services (just a few hours/month) of : 
-- a bookkeeper/accountant 
-- Webmaster 
-- newsletter author      
Last, but not least, FOD welcomes ALL and ANY suggestions as to how we might improve.  You may contact us directly as follows:   
Monica Lasky – President   mlasky@lanermuchin.com ; 773-252-6290 
Jennifer Tengelsen – Secretary   jmtengelsen@comcast.net ; 773-456-1202 
Angelo Artemakis – Treasurer aartemakis@yahoo.com      

Or, you may fill out a Comment Form (anonymously if you prefer) that has been provided to PTO leadership. 
FOD looks forward to a long and productive partnership with the PTO.     
  

Respectfully yours, 
Monica Lasky 
President, FOD 
773-252-6290.       

PTO members discussed the info provided by FOD members and suggested that in future any group fundraising on behalf of the school should submit a fundraising form to LSC with projected earnings and percentage to be donated to the school.

PTO members also suggested that all groups (FOD, PTO, LSC) should maintain the position that involvement and/or donations do not affect admissions.

b) Grant Writing (Nicole Cantello/Rachel Gross) no report

c) Beautification ( M. Neidlinger): Basement bathroom will be fixed up over summer. It will be a family bathroom w/a changing table. Motion approved for $200 for changing table. Maria H will order table.

d) Home Room representative (Myra Zuvich): no report 

e) Newsletter (Karen Herbst) : no report

f) Web Site (Carly Labrada): 

 FAQ section - will divide up list of FAQs to be entered

??Teacher recommendations of kid web sites for last issue of newsletter

g) Special Events (Laura Kuzniar & Maria Holstead) End-of-Year picnic June 12th. Volunteers needed between 1000am and 230pm. Help needed to set up, games, crafts, music, supervision, and clean up. 

h) Hospitality (Sabrina Craig & Mary Zerkel) –  Committee working on phone mentor list for new parents w/list of phone #s in each neighbor hood. Sarah L setting up play dates for over summer. ?Copy of magazine Tomorrow’s Child as welcome gift for new parents, check on Public Montessori magazine.

i) Community Liaison (vacant) – no report

5) MOTION to add to bylaws items# to include the terms: 

“The agenda for each Regular Meeting must be finalized 24 hours preceding each meeting, and will be both posted on the main front door, and emailed to current email membership list. Therfore a MOTION, to be acted upon, must be on the agenda or will have to be tabled until the next regular meeting.” Motion Passed
6) Uniform Collection/Trade up Part 1: start collection Monday June 5, rm 103

7) Mrs. Rejman is collecting frames, ornate trim, used, etc.. to be used for the children’s gallery. The larger the better. Would like a variety of sizes. Mary Z will collect at pick-up or drop off.

8) Magnet Cluster presentation May 23rd at Clemente 4:00 –7:00pm – Need volunteers before and during. PTO and FOD will have slide shows.

9) “Alexandra project” held over until summer, expected date Aug 06

10) Nominations accepted for PTO officer positions 2006-07 calendar yr. Nominations taken for positions of 

President: Laura Kuzniar

Vice President: Carly LaBrada

Secretary: Maria Holstead

Treasurer: Cindy Nicita

Elections to be held at last meeting of the year, Wed June 14th at 7:00pm. Counter in office has description of responsibilities. If interested in being a committee head please notify Karen Herbst.

Meeting adjourned at 1122 am.

Next meeting Wed June 14th 7pm. Location TBD.

