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Drummond PTO

Meeting minutes for August 17, 2005.

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. 

Kudos were given to Karen Herbst for providing the t-shirts, and also to all the new people who showed up, making this one of our biggest meetings!

Introductions were made: name, child’s name, age, and classroom.  Seven first-time attendees!
Administrator’s Report-(no administrators in attendance)
    Status of 501(c)3 application-Principal Collins is expecting to get an answer from Area 6 contact, Mrs. Abdullah Smith, next week. 

    Wish List-As projects arise, (clean-up days, food for events, etc.) need to have better coordination with volunteers.  People assigned to specific projects, someone coordinating.
Schedule in School Handbook- All pride days, events, and meetings are planned for the year.  Should make it easier to find volunteers for specific events.  
    Report on Events

    
School uniform trade day-Still have items left.  Probably best to leave in school for parents who need it.  Will decide at end of the year if we will do it again next year.  
    
August 19-First school pride day (Wear your shirts!!)  Mrs. Collins wants to have a morning coffee in the parents’ room.  Motion to spend $20.00 on doughnuts passed.  Flyer will be going home with students on Thursday.  

Fundraising
    Barnes & Noble Bookfair- Motion to hold bookfair on December 3rd passed.  If that date is unavailable, 12/10 is the second choice.  Will submit for LSC approval at next meeting.

    Dominick’s fundraiser-FOD is sponsoring.  All purchases of items with a yellow school bus icon earn 10% for the school.  Promo runs through Sept. 9.  Nest purchase after that date will have the total $ earned on the receipt.  FOD will collect money from Dominick’s.

    Target credit card program-Reminder will be put in the next newsletter.  2% of all purchases made with Target credit card go to the school. 

    Cub Foods-Rolling out a new card program; a portion of money spent will go to the school.  Karen will ask the manager to come to a meeting and explain further.\

    T-Shirt sales-Have almost broke even.  Will make a push to sell before Friday.  Made about $865 so far.

Proposed speakers for night meetings-CPS offers a series of programs geared towards helping/education parents.  Difficulty reaching CPS main office.  Possibly set up series of speakers through NCLB.  Since the purpose I to help families make better student, might be funded through NCLB.  $300-$1000 depending on session length.  Program contact, Renee, will attend a daytime meeting for further explanation.
After School Programs-Parental response is still lacking.  Did not receive many responses from last year’s questionnaire.  A new one is coming home with students this week.  Parents please fill out and return!  Two grants received will be used for start-up money, making the program affordable for everyone.  Will re-evaluate cost next year when grants run out.  

Ride Board-Posted outside of Mr. Neidlinger’s office, across from Parent’s Room.  Parents interested in carpooling can sign up.  Make sure everyone knows at Friday’s coffee.

Local School Council-Two parent representative openings.  Application deadline Sept. 13

Goals and Proposals
     Definitely want to organize more activities at school (dances, family nights, etc.), work on building a stronger school community, involving everyone.  Some ideas to spend our fundraising money:  Marquee, Beautification project, platforms for gym, Music instruments or instructor’s salary, glass-covered bulletin board for outside
    Mike Hannan suggested seeking a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, Quick Start or Artist-in-Residence.  He will bring info and application to next meeting.  This might be something FOD could raise money for, as the grants require a matching amount from the school.  Deadline 2/15/06
Committee Reports

    1. Budget-(Nancy Eriksen) Account balance is $690.50
    2. Grant Writing-(Nicole Cantello) Thanks went to Nicole for writing the grants for the after-school program (see above)

    3. Beautification-(Mark Neidlinger, not in attendance) Major project will be presented to LSC on 9/13.  Parking lot will be reduced and made into garden space.  Plan to have an outdoor classroom, as per Montessori principles.  Landscaping will begin next summer.  Currently renting parking lot through Board of Ed.  School earns $500/mo.  Other school improvement projects to be completed during breaks.  Will call for volunteers as specific projects arise.
    4. Homeroom Parents-(Myra Zuvich) Two per room.  So far, we only have volunteers for three classrooms.  Parents can volunteer for a classroom that is not their child’s.  Object is to have a “go-to” person for each classroom.  See Contact List below
    5. Hospitality-Walsh Park event cancelled due to scheduling conflict.

Parents Reception/Open House on September 14.  Parents-only event.  Formal invites will be sent out.  Motion to spend $100 on supplies passed.  PTO members will give school tours.  Attendees will be asked to bring appetizers for 12-20 people (cheese plate, veggies and dip, etc.)  See Contact List below
    6. Newsletter-(Karen Herbst) Ad space available in every issue (monthly) for business or personal messages.  Need to increase sales, as we are just about breaking even after cost of production.  Also, always interested in topics for issues.  Deadline is the 20th of each month.  See Contact List below
    7. Web Design-Site (and message board!) should be up and running in September.  Will be presented at the LSC meeting.  

    8. Special Events-(Laura Kuzniar and Maria Holstead)

Rummage Sale-August 27 in school lot.  Coincides with Bucktown Arts Fest.  Space still available.  Vendors may purchase a 10’ by 10’ space for $20 or a 10’ by 20’ space for $35.  Need volunteers to sell refreshments, help organize, set-up, etc. See Contact List Below
All-School Sock Hop-September 9, 3:30-5:30 p.m.  Need refreshments, ideas for games, help with set-up, chaperones, etc.  See Contact List below
Used Book Sales-All students, parents, and staff are asked to bring in books they no longer want/need and drop them off in a box next to the security desk at the main entrance.  Books will be resold and all profits will go to Drummond.
Community Liason and Dad’s Club items will be added to the agenda for our next meeting, Wednesday, September 21 at 9:15 a.m.  Children are welcome. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Volunteer Contact List

Homeroom Parents:

To be a homeroom parent for any classroom, (even if it is not your child’s) contact 
Myra Zuvich at mmzuvich@aol.com
Parents Reception/Open House:

Please let us know what appetizer you can bring as soon as possible.  Also, if you know someone in the restaurant/floral/hospitality business who can donate items for this or other events, contact 
Carly Labrada at 773/395-2187 or carly2278@yahoo.com
Newsletter:

To purchase ad space in the PTO Newsletter, or if you have ideas for the next issue, contact Karen Herbst at 312/835-2345

Rummage Sale:

To volunteer for this event, contact 
Laura Kuzniar at or Maria Holstead at 773/549-8847
To purchase a space for the sale, please call the school directly at 773/534-4120

Sock Hop:
To offer suggestions, donations, or help for this event, contact 
Jennifer James at 312/421-8243

