Minutes of Local School Council Meeting- January 10, 2006
Thomas H. Drummond Montessori Magnet School

1845 W, Cortland

Chicago, Illinois  60622

773/534-4120
Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m., January 10, 2006 in Room 103 

Agenda for this meeting was posted 48 hours prior to meeting on school bulletin boards and school doorway.

Members in attendance: Labrada, Eriksen, Collins, Rejman, Cantello, Kosmacher, Goldman, McDonnell, Kuzniar, Zakas, McDonald
Absent:  None
Also in attendance: Mark Neidlinger-Montessori Director, Marlin Cajigas-parent, and Jennifer James-parent
Minutes taken by Mrs. Labrada.
Agenda 




1.  Supporting Documents

a. Agenda for 1.10.06 meeting (Cantello)

b. Minutes of 9.20.05, 11.01.05, and 12.06.05 LSC meetings (Cantello/Labrada)

c. Facts about ISEL testing (Mr. Neidlinger)

d. NCLB Action Plan-Policy and Compact for Parent Involvement (Collins)

e. Drummond Budget Report 1.09.06 (Collins)

f. Letter to teachers re. SIPAAA (Collins)

2.  Agenda modification

Kuzniar will give a PTO report.  Montessori report will be presented first on the agenda.  
3.  Approval of minutes

Minutes from 11.01.05 meeting approved.  Approval of minutes from 9.20.05 and 12.06.05 tabled.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MONTESSORI REPORT
a. Website live.  www.drummondschool.org
b. 20th annual touring symposium held January 21 in Rockford.  Particularly for teachers, though non-members are invited.  
c. ISEL testing- First grade is the only grade required to take test, but Kindergarten students are tested in 5 out of 9 standards.   Test administered twice a year to provide traceable data.  Returning 5 year old students scored higher than 5 year olds new to the Montessori program.  Two weakest areas are Letter Sounds and Story Listening.  Lined up outside staff development (Area 6 reading specialist, Julie Jacobs) to discuss ways to improve.  Strongest areas are Phonemic Awareness and Word Naming.  Mr. Neidlinger will report again after the next testing period.  (See Supporting Document C)
d. Garden Project-Meeting with Mr. Raymond (architect) to discuss bidding.  Bidding is the best way for Operations to figure the budget.  Best way to fundraise for this project is through FOD; specifically, Cinco de Mayo event on May 4 at Salud.  Details will be on website shortly.  FOD is looking for big donors.  Tickets cost less for Drummond families.  NCLB will be meeting with Jennifer Tengelsen (FOD) tomorrow.  
2.    PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
     a. NCLB action plan draft re. Parent Involvement presented for approval.  (See Supporting Document D)  DePaul University offered training through the Center for Urban Studies which was attended by NCLB committee members and Principal Collins.  Committee members sought input from many areas.  Lots of feedback received and added.  Lots of overlap with SIPAAA.  

Modifications:

Page 17, letter G add “survey parents”

Page 37, after Fine Arts Integration add “and after-school program”


Page 42, number 5 include “Observation times are scheduled for all parents.”


Page 45, Parent responsibilities also include making sure your children are prepared for school every day.  Know their schedules and send them with the proper items, e.g. gym shoes, lunch money, hat and mittens.


Page 57, number 2 add “encourage electronic communication as much as possible.”


Page 58, number 1 add “parent workshops to address activities”
Motion to approve as modified carried.
     b. Principals Meeting on January 24.  Mrs. Collins still hasn’t received any commitments.  Letter going out to all parents asking for contributions.  LSC member usually does intro/welcome.  Student Council will be ushering.  
3.   BUDGET
a. Outstanding checks-After a year the money reverts back to Drummond to be spent under respective lines.  

b. Internal accounts balanced.

c. Discretionary funds used to purchase copier.  Costs $800/yr to purchase warranty.  Line 5730 

d. Area 6 still recommends holding off on reducing the hospital minuses until we hear from the Business Service department
4.   SIPAAA
Student Council sub-committee members invited to the next meeting.  Letter went out to all teachers regarding student input. (Supporting Document F)  Needs to be completed by March 31, 2006.  We will have two weeks to do modifications.  Goal is to email to LSC members by February, 28.  Tell Committee members any concerns.  
No Community Relations report

5.   FUNDRAISING
Motion to hold Lemonade Stand fundraiser in May, contingent on volunteers.   Carried
No Grant Writing report

6.
NCLB

(See Principal’s Report section for further discussion) 
Election results are as follows:
   Marlin Cajigas-President

   Olga Orta-Vice President

   Jennifer James-Secretary

   Teresa Iniguez-Alternate

7.
PTO REPORT
a. Family Reading Night is 2/21.  Theme is “Reading Around the World.”  Many calls for volunteers will go out.
b. Math Night series planned for Spring.
c. Garden-themed fundraiser also planned for Spring.
d. No bookfair in February.  Maybe move to May?
No After-School or Technology reports 
OLD BUSINESS
1.     MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS 
Discussion tabled due to time constraints.
2.    LANDSCAPING PLAN
(See Montessori Report)
Motion to move start time of 2.06.06 meeting to 5 p.m.  Carried
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  The next LSC meeting is February 6, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 103.
